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1st Grade Poster Winners: First Place Theo Bean (leftt), Second Place Halston Johnson (middle) and Third Place Daxton Meyer (right).
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District hosts Annual Meeting

IHNNH

Brady Coover, chairman of the Lincoln County Conservation District board, ad-
dresses attendees during the district’s annual banquet and meeting Feb. 7 at
Lincoln Jr./Sr. High School. (Photo by Becky Rathbun)

Lincoln County Conser-
vation District: Beyond the
Annual Banquet
The Lincoln County Con-
servation District honored
local conservation efforts
at its annual banquet and
meeting on Feb. 7 at Lin-

coln Jr./Sr. High School.

The event honored Rod-
ney, Beverly, Nathan and

Joel McCosh for the Kan-
sas Banker Award for Soil
Conservation, along with
youth poster and essay
winners.

The Lincoln County
Conservation District does
much more than host the
annual banquet — it’s the
county’s resource center
for soil and water conser-
vation.

According to the state
conservation commission,
conservation districts are a
product of the Dust Bowl
of the 1930s. Drought con-
ditions led to severe issues
with soil erosion during
the Dust Bowl days. This
prompted passage of the

conservation district law
by the Kansas Legislature
in 1937. The passage of
that bill led to the even-
tual formation of Kansas
conservation districts. The
first district was in Labette
County in 1938. The most
recently formed district is
Shawnee County in 1954.
All 105 conservation dis-
tricts in the state — one in
each county — provide lo-
cal leadership by helping
assess local natural re-
source needs.

The conservation district
is also the primary local
unit of government re-
sponsible for the conser-
vation of soil, water and
related natural resourc-
es within each county’s
boundary. The districts are
political subdivisions of
state government charged
with this vital role. Fund-
ing comes from county
and state allocations, with
some districts generating
funds by providing con-
servation goods and ser-

Cowboy Poetry

Brings Laughter to

Conservation Banquet

Cowboy poet Hank Letourneau entertains the crowd
during the Lincoln County Conservation District ban-
quet. (Photo by Becky Rathbun)

Guests at the Lincoln County Conservation District
banquet were treated to an evening of humor and story-
telling by cowboy poet Hank Letourneau.

Born and raised in rural Kansas, Letourneau has spent
his life surrounded by agriculture and livestock. He and
his wife live in the country with a herd of cattle, a dog,
a horse, chickens and a few barn cats. Together they
have four grown children and a dozen grandchildren.

Letourneau began his career with the Soil Conserva-
tion Service in 1987, serving 17 years in Cloud County
followed by 16 years in Ottawa County. Drawing from
decades of experiences on the land, he has long written
poems about rural life, though only recently has he be-

gun sharing them publicly.

During the banquet he entertained the crowd with his
original cowboy poetry and also had books available
for purchase following the program.

vices.

The district’s govern-
ing board is comprised of
five elected local citizens,
known as supervisors. To-
gether they establish local
priorities, set policy and
administer non-regulato-
ry conservation programs
during monthly board
meetings. The supervisors,
although serving as public
officials, do not draw a
salary; their services are
strictly on a voluntary ba-
sis. The supervisors hire
conservation district em-
ployees to provide day-
to-day coordination of
district activities. Each
conservation district has
an annual meeting either
in January or February
where the public is invit-
ed to attend, learning of
the district’s accomplish-
ments and locally offered
programs. An election is
conducted to fill the three-
year terms of the super-
visor’s positions. Every
qualified elector residing

Brady Coover presents Morgan Nitsch with a photo in recognition of her six years
of service to the Lincoln County Conservation District board. (Photo by Becky

Rathbun)

in the county is eligible to
vote in this election.

Conservation districts
address a wide range of
environmental concerns

including agricultural and
urban erosion and sedi-
ment control, water qual-
ity and quantity, range
and pasture management,
fish and wildlife habitat
and other natural resource
management issues. They
collaborate cooperatively
with local citizens to solve
local conservation prob-
lems, benefiting not only
the agricultural commu-
nity, but the entire coun-
ty. Clean water and fertile
soil are basic to the quality
of life now and in the fu-
ture.

Because conservation

districts are citizen-di-
rected organizations, they
are practical partners in
the coordination of local,
state, and federal initia-
tives to protect natural re-
sources and enhance water
quality. In addition to local
programs,  conservation
districts administer the
state cost-share programs
which provide financial
assistance to landown-
ers to install conservation
practices.  Conservation
district employees work
closely with the Natural
Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) and co-
operate with other federal
and state agencies to help
protect and conserve natu-
ral resources in Kansas.

Conservation districts

also provide information
and education to landown-
ers, schools and the public
regarding soil and water
conservation issues. Some
districts offer conservation
related items for sale, such
as grass seed and trees.
Many districts have equip-
ment available to rent that
promotes conservation by
preventing erosion and
improving water quali-
ty like grass drills, tree
planters and no-till seed-
ers. Services and activities
vary with each conserva-
tion district.

For more information
about local conservation
district services, contact
the Lincoln County Natu-
ral Resource Conservation
Service at (785) 524-4482.

/Id/ocw Soil and Waten, Conderwvation

The Lincoln County Conservation District is proud to help ag
producers and rural property owners conserve our natural
resources for future generations with the following services:

Cost-Share Practices:

* Grassed Waterway Construction

» Terrace New/Rebuilds
* Pipelines for livestock
* Failed Septic Systems

» \Water Well livestock

* Plugging Abandoned Wells

* Ponds
e Cover Crops

* Rangeland Management
* Pumping Plant Systems

Rental Equipment:
* Holcomb Scraper
* Elston Gopher Plow

» Two Great Plains No-Till Drills

* Root Plow

* Tree Planter
 Fabric Machine
 Baker Disc Plow

Education Activities:
» Envirothon

* Speech / Essay / Photo Contest Local
* Field Day to Watersheds

* Gurley Salt Marsh

* Kansas Range Youth Camp

* Fourth Grade Ag Day for All Students in Lincoln County

* Earth Day Activities
* Annual Meeting

e Local Work Group

* Soil Health Meetings

Items for Resale:
* Seed

» Marking Flags

» \Weed Barrier Fabric
* Trees
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McCosh Family Farm Receives 2025 Kansas Banker

The Lincoln County
Conservation District and
the Lincoln County Key
Bankers Association have
named McCosh Family
Farm — operated by Rod-
ney and Beverly McCosh
along with their sons Na-
than and Joel — as the
recipient of the 2025 Kan-
sas Banker Award for Soil
Conservation.

The annual award recog-
nizes farmers and ranch-
ers who demonstrate
outstanding progress in
establishing and carrying
out a complete soil and
water conservation plan
that works in harmony
with the capability of their
land.

Rodney McCosh contin-
ues a family legacy that
stretches back decades.
His father, Ron McCosh,
moved from Dickinson
County to Lincoln Coun-
ty in 1965 and farmed
the land until retirement.
Today, the family still
farms some of Ron’s fa-
ther’s original acreage in
Dickinson County while
maintaining the majority
of their operation in the
Beverly and Shady Bend
areas of Lincoln County.

After graduating high
school, Rodney served
five years in the United
States Navy before return-
ing home to help his father
on the family farm. Over
time he assumed full re-
sponsibility for the opera-
tion and now farms along-
side his sons, Nathan and
Joel, continuing the multi-
generational tradition.

The McCosh family
raises wheat, milo and
soybeans in rotation and
incorporates cover crops
when possible. They fre-

o

-l

Sl

KANSAS BANKERS
ASSOCIATION AWARD

SOIL CONSERVATION

2025

(L-R) Beverly McCosh and Rod McCosh accept the 2025 Kansas Banker Award for Soil Conservation on behalf of McCosh Family Farm
from Kimberly Meyer and Brady Coover. (Photo by Becky Rathbun)

quently use no-till plant-
ing methods, leaving crop
residue on the surface to
protect soil from wind
and water erosion. This
practice improves wa-
ter infiltration, increases
water-holding  capacity,
enhances soil health and
reduces sediment runoff
into waterways while also
limiting carbon release
into the atmosphere.

They have also partnered
with the Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service
(NRCS) to construct and
maintain terraces on por-
tions of their land. Terrac-
ing slows rainfall runoff,
allowing water to soak
into the soil rather than

wash it away — a key
component of long-term
conservation.

When asked why soil
conservation matters to
him, Rodney offered a
simple explanation:

“The next generation
needs something to farm,
and it maintains soil
health.”

That straightforward
philosophy reflects the
values behind the award.
Through stewardship,
practical conservation

practices and commitment
to future generations, the
McCosh family exempli-
fies responsible land man-
agement in Lincoln Coun-
ty agriculture.

APRIL 2

EARTH DAY 2026

April 22nd

Help us celebrate by choosing paper over plastic!

Each paper bag has been decorated by local
students to promote Earth conservation.
DO YOUR PART TO PROTECT THEIR FUTURE!

We offer custom blending application of fertilizer and chemicals, carry
out crop protection products, lime, seed, variable rate application and
technology and soil testing. We are dedicated to helping you achieve
profitability while maintaining the integrity of the land by using our
knowledgeable agronomists and support staff. Crop Service Center
cares about your operations success today and in the future. we are
also committed to the future generation’s ability to enjoy the same

opportunities.

Jon Ahlquist 785-488-6770
Beau Batchman 785-488-7030

The Lincoln County Con- Association proudly rec- as the 2025 Kansas Bank-
servation District and Lin- ognize Rodney, Beverly, er Award for Soil Conser-
coln County Key Bankers Nathan and Joel McCosh vation recipients.

Congratulations Conservation

Award Winners! K ANSAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

We support conservation through:

« Soil Testing

o Fertilizer Recommendations

¢ Conservation Trees

¢ Plant Disease Diagnosis

« Insect & Weed Identification

o No-Till Information

e Crop & Livestock Information

Extension
Post Rock District

(785) 524-4432
OFFICES IN BELOIT, LINCOLN, MANKATO, OSBORNE, SMITH CENTER

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES & EVENT UPDATES AT WWW.POSTROCK.KSU.EDU

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service
K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Y A A AV AN v = .-~ F AW Y & A

MR Em

AgMark LLC wishes to
congratulate the
Lincoln County Soil
Conservation
Winners!

Our mission 1s to be a recognized
leader 1n the grain industry
through integrity and dedication

in helping our customers succeed.

For Grain Bids and Customer Service:
Toll Free 888-848-9979

We understand integrating crop insurance
with an overall risk management plan.

www.agmarkllc.com
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Agleris 2026

essay contest winner

“Soil: Where it all Begins”

Emma Agler—USD 299

Emma Agler earned first place in the essay contest with her piece “Soil: Where It
All Begins,” highlighting conservation practices such as cover crops, crop rota-
tion and responsible land management. (Photo by Becky Rathbun)

Ist Place Essay
Emma Agler
Soil:
Where it all begins

Healthy soil is important
to successful agriculture.
One way to help with
soil conservation is to use
conservation cover. Con-
servation cover is when
you establish and main-
tain permanent vegetative
cover. Conservation cover
helps with soil erosion.
It improves water and air
quality. It also enhances
plant diversity. It increas-
es soil organic matter and
overall soil health, and
manages plant pests.

You can use crop rotation
to help with soil conser-
vation. Crop rotation is
when you grow a series
of different types of crops
in the same area across a

sequence of growing sea-

sons. Crop rotation helps
with reducing soil erosion,
it also reduces pesticide
costs. It adds biological
diversity to the soil. It im-
proves water quality.
Manure management
also helps with soil con-
servation. Manure man-
agement is when you
manage manure runoff
by storing and containing
it until conditions are ap-
propriate for field applica-
tion. Manure management
helps by protecting water
quality, it also cuts fertil-
izer costs. It also helps re-
duce nutrient loss.

You can also use pre-
Pre-

scribed burning is when

scribed  burning.

you apply fire to man-
age grasslands, forests,
pasture, wildlife areas,
or hayland within a pre-

scribed set of conditions,

and dates with appropriate
safety precautions. Pre-
scribed burning helps with
controlling  undesirable
vegetation and it helps
control plant disease. It
also helps enhance seed
production.

You can use pest man-
agement to help with soil
conservation. Pest man-
agement is when you fol-
low integrated manage-
ment practices to reduce
crop and environmental
damages from insects,
weeds, and diseases. Pest
management helps by re-
ducing over-application,
it helps improve air qual-
ity when precautions are
taken to keep chemicals in
the field.

Those are some of the
ways you can improve soil

conservation.

RODNEY LARSEN CONSTRUCTION

Building Sites ® Terraces ® Waterways e Hauling
Ponds ® Basements ¢ Tree Removal

§e/wm¢ youte
condervalion needs

for over 60 yeans!

2025 KACO
State Winners

Jlome
Habitat:

Mallory Dobrinski (left) was honored for a third-place photo finish at the state
level. Wyatt Farney (right) was recognized with honorable mention in the 2nd-3rd
grade conservation poster contest at the state level. (Photo by Becky Rathbun)

Certific®

e
&
onorableME®

- BY, =
apitar
Hagy

Samuel Heller received honorable mention at the state level in the essay contest.
(Photo courtesy of USD 299)

| Congratulations to all '

farmers and ranchers.
Your hard work and
* dedication is appreciated.

Put our yeaws of experience to-work for youl
Ray Sweam’ngen - Broker
Clint Heller - ?lgent - 785-545-5737

HORIZON

FARM & RANCH REALTY, LLC
Office - 785-825-1199 ¢ Toll Free - 888-825-1199

. www.horizonfarmranch.com |
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5th Grade Poster Winners: First Place Elizabeth Howard (not pictured), Second
Place Kamryn Palmer (not pictured) and Third Place Hayley Wiebke (above). Daxton Meyer - 1st Grade

Farmers & Ranchers
Livestock Gommission

ConGRATULATIONS  Salina, Kansas « 785-825-0211
TO ALL THE
CoNSERVATION
Winners!

Emery Aufdemberge - 2nd Grade

OuR LIVESTOCK
PRODUCERS ARE A
GREAT SOURCE
OF PRIDE!

Mike Sampres, MANAGER Kvie Eiwoon
189-826-1884 Cru1 189-493-2901 Cru1

Hayley Wiebke - 5th Grade

MNJ EXC AV ATING LLC | | SR e Wies Toe.,
Roy Davied, Owner MEYER TI RE & LUBE
Cell Phone: 785-820-0322 Full Service Station

Email: roydavied@yahoo.com Car Wash & Vacuum
Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm; Saturday 8-Noon

(beginning April 3rd)

Call Roy Davied 1892 E. Hwy 18 * Lincoln, KS 67455
for all of your land 785-524-4430
improvement needs! V4 i ﬁ)
P];E(')‘}V]g_ AI mﬂs pEil
Located in & HANKoOoK <>

COOPERTIRES KUMHOTYRES

Lincoln, KS

YYOKOHAMA TOVOTIRES

CONGRATULATIONS

Ponds Thank you for your hard work ana ,
Water ways commitment to sustainable farming.

Terraces WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

and more SYLVAN GROVE: 785-526-7155
LUCAS: 785-525-6445

Visit us to see how we can help you grow.

BENNINGTON

STATE BANK

'YOUR TRUSTED AG BANK .- b8
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Planting Native Grass for Wildlife

James Svaty, District
Wildlife Biologist
Anyone who has hunted
upland birds or spent

time observing them,
knows you will likely
find them near a good
patch of native grass.
such
little

switchgrass

Native  grasses
as big bluestem,
bluestem,
and indiangrass are much
better wildlife habitat
than the cool season non-
native grasses such as
smooth brome and tall
fescue. This is because
the native grasses grow
in clumps, which create
an open structure at

ground level allowing
small or young wildlife to

move around easily while

staying  hidden from
predators. These grass
clumps are also ideal

nesting habitat for ground
Unlike

non-native grasses, most

nesting birds.

native grasses remain

standing throughout the

b T L o8 Ll \m iy ke

winter months, creating
better

snow and harsh winter

protection from

winds.

Many farms have areas
that
being planted back to
native These
don’t necessarily have
to be whole fields and

in many cases,

could benefit by

grass.

it’s just
an unproductive corner
or specific area of a
field. In that instance,
the CRP
program would be a good

continuous

fit. That program allows
a portion of the field
(the unproductive part)
to be enrolled into CRP
while allowing the rest
of the field to continue in
agricultural production.
This is a win-win scenario
for the producer and the
wildlife that may use the
land as the producer still
receives income from
those unproduction areas
and the wildlife benefit

from the newly created

habitat.

Native grasses are best
planted using a grass drill
specifically designed to

handle the light, fluffy
seed. Planting into a
firm seedbed that is

relatively free from weed
competition is important,
as is the timing of the
Winter is the
best time to plant native

planting.
grasses, as the freeze/

thaw cycle activates
many of the forb seeds
that are in the native
grass mixes. Your local
wildlife

conservation

biologist and
district
have native grass drills
available for loan and
can assist you with seed
mixes and other technical
There aren’t
that

benefit wildlife more than

assistance.
too many things
planting native grasses
The

pheasants and quail will

in the right area.

appreciate your efforts!

:.;l & 5

785-825-8392

- E-Z-GO, YAMAHA, CLUB CAR
- SERVICE ALL MAKES

- PARTS &
ACCESSORIES

EZG0|

WORKHORSE
A -

Farm Fresh

Broadband

We know rurall That is why Wllson Communlca-

HAVE WHA’T IT TAKES’?‘

ol

NATIVE GRASS

Q"
POLLINATORS

FOOD PLOTS

BEDDING COVER

QUALITY PRODUCT. PROVEN RESULTS.

Many seed companies lack quality product and proven results.
However, when you partner with Star seed, rest assured our Native Grasses have
been extensively tested and “have what it takes” to thrive in your yield environment.
We understand that quality seed with exclusive characteristics is important

for a successful Native Grass stand.

BE A PART OF OUR NEXT CENTURY OF INNOVATION.
CONTACT US TODAY AT 800-782-7311.

green and always growing"’

Conservation Accomplishments in 2025:
State Cost-Share Assistance

$42,378.59
$14,806.60
Critical Area Planting - 8.2 acres - $2594.00
6 systems - $15,000.00
$6,013.19
Grazing Land Enhancement program - $25,000.00

Grassed Waterway 11.4 acres

Terrace Restoration 7330 Linear Foot

On-Site Waste System
Pumping Plant for water Supply 1 complete

Kansas Soil Health Alliance - Soil Health Program -
$1,000.00

2024 Conservation Education
Regional Envirothon, Wilson Lake...........ccccccceeeene...........80 Students
4th Grade Ag Day, Sylvan Fair Grounds ............ 56 Students/7 stations
Gurley Salt Marsh Day ...........ccccuu...........R€SCheduled for spring 2026
Farm Bureau - Day on the Farm ........................95 Students/9 stations
Lincoln County Speech Contest - ...15 students
Photo Contest .. ..4-H entry open class division
Poster/Essay through NACD & KACD ..............USD 298 & 299 Students

Attended as District representative:
The National Conservation District Employee Association - Northern
Plains Area
A meeting was held In Salina, this past October 2025.
Kansas Association of Conservation District State Convention.

Behind every farm
or ranch is a family.

For over 80 years, we've worked shoulder to
shoulder with farmers and ranchers, serving the
unique needs of the ag industry. As a member of your
community, we get to know you and your operation,
providing comprehensive coverage for your farm,
ranch, machinery, livestock — and so much more.

Call me today and find out why
we’re the #1 ag insurer.

Tara Kubick

Agent

146 E Lincoln Avenue
Lincoln, KS
785.524.4292
agenttarakubick.com

D FARM BUREAU
M. FINANCIAL SERVICES

No. T ag insurer; 2024 SNL P&C Group — Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company and
Western Agricultural Insurance Company direct written premium. Registered Representative/
Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,* 5400 University Ave., West
Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance
Company, ™ Western Agricultural Insurance Company,™ Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West
Des Moines, IA. *Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-AG-A (3-24)
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2026 Enterprises & Actions Plans

Priorities directed
toward excessive soil
erosion, water quality,
and quantities within
Lincoln County, Kansas
Action 1: All Kansas
State Water Resources
and Non-Point Source
Pollution Control cost-
share programs are
promoted and utilized
to reduce excessive soil
erosion and to improve

water  quality. Along
with  Federal (EQIP,
ACEP, CCRP, and CRP)
programs.
Responsibility:

District Personnel
Target Date:

Ongoing

Action 2: The
Conservation District
makes  available  for
rent to producers the
following equipment:
2 no-till grass drills, 1
tree planter/weed barrier

Congratulations to Rodney, Beverly, Nathan and Joel
from McCosh Family Farms on your well
deserved award for your dedication to conservation!

machine, root plows, an
8-yard scraper, a terrace
plow, a gopher plow, and
a land grader blade. This
equipment is rented for
a nominal fee and has
contributed  immensely
to the conservation of
all the natural resources
in Lincoln County. Weed
barrier fabric is available
for a minimal fee per
roll, running foot or 4x4
square. Marking flags and
wildlife escape ramps are
also available.
Responsibility:
District personnel
Target Date:
Ongoing
Increase Efficiency and
Effectiveness of District
Operations

Action 1: Memorandums
of Understanding are
reviewed yearly at
a monthly meeting
between the Lincoln

Citizens State Bank
& Trust Company

Classic Values. Modern Solutions.

100 W. Lincoln ¢ Lincoln, KS
785-524-4840 « www.csbanc.com

Drive In & Walk Up Window

Conservation
District, State of
Kansas Conservation
Districts, and the United
States Department of
Agriculture.
Responsibility: District
personnel Target
Date: Spring 2026
Action2: Monthly board
meeting is held the first
Thursday of each month
in the USDA Service
Center conference room,
unless otherwise posted,
Meeting is held at 7:30
a.m. Meetings
are open to the public.

County

Responsibility: District
Personnel and Board
Members Target Date:
Ongoing

Promote Conservation
Education and Public
Awareness
Action 1: The
District Manager will
visit the state county

Monday through F
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Saturday
Lobby Closed

8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

EQUAL HOUSING

Congratulations
Conservation Award Winners

...your hard work and stewardship is appreciated.

And we're here fo help in any way we can!

= BUILDING SITE PREPARATION
" MANURE HAULING & SPREADING
= BASEMENT EXCAVATION

= PONDS-TERRACES-WATERWAYS
w SITE CLEARING-TREE REMOVAL
= DIRT & ROCK HAULING

An Elite Seed Brand

* Seed Delivery

Channel.

Seedsmanship At Work'

Frederking Seed

Eric Frederking - (7185) 531-0612
Ron Frederking - (7185) 658-7223

e State of the Art Seed Treatment On-Site
¢ Seed Tenders Available
* Full line of Corn, Soybean, Alfalfa and Other Seed Available

\\7

Call for EARLY Cash Discounts with Financing Available!

schools, non-accredited
private  schools, and
encourage students to

enter the Poster, Essay
Contest, Photo Contest,
Envirothon by providing
necessary information to
students

Responsibility: District
Manager Target date: Fall
school year.

Action 2: A Contractor’s
Meeting will be held as
needed to provide updates

concerning changes in
design criteria, checkout
procedures, staffing
changes and cost-share
programs.

Responsibility: District
Manager and  Board

members Target Date: as
needed in winter/spring

Action 3: The
conservation district
will partner with
Lincoln County Farm
Bureau Association
with agriculture related
education activities for
elementary students (Day
on the Farm). A 4th Grade
Conservation Field Day
will be held in the spring

for students who attend
Lincoln Elementary
School and Lucas-Sylvan

Grove Elementary School
or Home Educated
school-aged children.

Stations are strategically
placed for the students to
learn about many ways in
which the land benefits
all life. Earth Day will be
promoted by delivering
presentations  to  all
students. The field day
will involve other USDA
agencies and partners of

agriculture.
Responsibility: District
Manager Target Date:

Fall school year
Non-Point Source
Pollution Program (NPS)
And Water Resource
Work Plan
Action 1: The Water
Resource and Non-
Point Service Plan will
be reviewed annually
before submission to the
Division of Conservation
for the upcoming cost-
share year. All program
project types will be
offered yearly from the

funding available on July
Ist
Responsibility: District

Conservationist, Board
members, District
Personnel Target

Date: Spring 2026

Action 2: The District
Manager/ Non-Point
Services Coordinator
is expected to take
advantage of available

training sessions and
educational opportunities.
These workshops are

provided to help the NPS
coordinator better serve

the public.
Responsibility:  District
Personnel Target

Date: Ongoing

The Lincoln County
Conservation District
board of supervisors
has reviewed and made
a motion to accept the
2026 Annual Work Plan
as presented.  Lincoln
County Conservation
District Annual Work
Plan is officially
approved on  October
2nd, 2025, filed with the
District of Conservation.

TIMETO ORDER YOUR SHELTERBELT TREES

TREES ARE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE (12-18 INCH SEEDLINGS).
|F YOU'RE INTERESTED IN ORDERING, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE
FOR DETAILS AND AVAILABILITY.

CALL785-524-4482 EXT. 10170 PLACE AN ORDER OR LEARN MORE.

JOHN DEERE

arrico,.

IMPLEMENT %

-~ ensures fichness FOR GEN ERATIONS T0 COIVIE

Shop online at www.Carricolmplement.com
BELOIT 785-738-5744 | ELLSWORTH 785-472-4400 | HAYS 785-625-2219
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“Harvest Starts Here.”
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ConsERvATION 2026
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Lincoln County Conservation District members brought the soil tunnel education-
al exhibit to Lincoln Elementary, giving students a hands-on look at the creatures
living beneath the soil while helping inspire ideas for their conservation posters.

(Photo courtesy of Lincoln County Conservation District facebook page)

&

Sail Health
Workshop

Learn how to

regenerate soil...

Health,
Function &

Productivity

Join us for Iunch and Iear

Speaker Clint Cox will discuss integrating

biologicals and livestock to improve soil health

11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, March 4, 2026

Ellsworth Recreation Center

221 W Douglas Ave, Ellsworth
RSVPs appreciated by March 2, 785-472-3161

Lincoln County Conservation
District Opens Cost-Share Sign-
Up Through May 1, 2026

The Lincoln County Con-
servation District has an-
nounced its first-round
sign-up period for the State
Funded Cost-Share Pro-
gram, now open through
May 1, 2026. Both the Wa-
ter Resources Program and
the Nonpoint Source Pollu-
tion (NPS) Program will be
available to landowners this
year, although final funding
allocations from the Kansas
Association of Conserva-
tion Districts (KACD) have
not yet been determined.

The programs help off-
set the cost of conserva-
tion practices designed to
protect soil and water re-
sources. Eligible projects
may include new or rebuilt
terraces, new or restored
waterways, pit ponds, live-

stock wells and develop-
ments, fencing, solar live-
stock watering systems,
septic systems (NPS only),
abandoned well plugging,
livestock waste systems
and other approved conser-
vation improvements.
Funding will follow state-
wide practice cost guide-
lines for Fiscal Year 2027,
with individual landowner
limits expected to be an-
nounced by July 1, 2026.
Applications are not pro-
cessed on a first-come, first-
served basis. Instead, each
application is ranked using
a state and county priori-
tization system developed
specifically for Lincoln
County by the district’s
board of supervisors. First-
round applications will be

Commitled To Those We 5%1/&
101 E LINCOLN AVE, LINCOLN - 785-524-4458
104 S MAIN, TESCOTT - 785-283-4217
101 E MAIN, BELOIT - 785-738-2251
LINCOLN - TESCOTT - BELOIT - SALINA - LINDSBORG

bankoftescott.com

considered for funding in
July, and any remaining
funds will be distributed
throughout the year as they
become available.
Landowners should note
that projects may not begin
until the state contract has
been approved, ranked and
signed, and a design or lay-
out has been completed by
a Conservation District or
NRCS technician.

Anyone interested in ap-
plying can visit the Lincoln
County Conservation Dis-
trict office at 112 E. Court
Street in Lincoln or call
(785) 524-2648 for more
information. Applications
can be mailed, or staff can
provide curbside service
for those stopping by the
office.

EQUAL HOUSING
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Are YOU interested in plants, livestock or wildlife?

KANSAS YOUTH
RANGE CAMP

Upcoming High School Sophomores, Juniors, & Seniors

Learn about range plant identification, plant growth, stocking
rates, livestock nutrition, and rangeland wildlife management

Enjoy field trips, hands on learning, a steak dinner,
swimming, fishing, and hiking!
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Contact your local Conservation District for scholarship opportunities!

Pl X EP -1V COST: $300

Contact:
Ethan Walker
KS Youth Range Camp Chair
620-451-1011
ethan.walker@usda.gov

Sponsored by:
Kansas Section, Society for Range Management

N

Thank you to all area
farmers involved in
the conservation
effort!

CREDIT UNION
T~
farmwaycu.com

.

The Lincoln County Farm Bureau
commends farmers who utilize conservation
practices to preserve our natural resources
for future generations.

Congratulations
to this year’s
award winners!
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