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Herington High School FBLA hosted the District III contest today 
at Herington High School. District III Vice President, Henry 

Nelson, organized the competition as part of his State Officers 
duties. Isabelle Ecklund, State FBLA Editor also helped with the 

competition.(Courtesy USD 487)

Congratulations Herington High School’s Reid Griffiths 
on your 100th Win on the Mat!!!
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Call 785-524-4200
to have your

church added!

Worship Guide
First Baptist Church
9 am - Connection Section

Enjoy snacks, coffee &
fellowship

9:30 am - Sunday School
For adults & kids
of all ages

10:30 am - Worship Service
201 E. Hawley St.

Herington, KS 67449
785-258-3207

www.fbcherington.org

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman
Sunday Mass 9 a.m.

Fr. Peter O’Donnell
Marita Campbell,

Parish Life
Coordinator

785-922-6509
smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Alida Upland
Cooperative Parish

2243 3300 Ave., Junction City
11 a.m. Worship Service
Enterprise Community

Church
210 W. South St., Enterprise
9 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:15 a.m. Worship
First Baptist Church

201 E Hawley St., Herington
9 a.m. Connection Section

Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for

adults and children
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

First Christian Church
15 S. First St., Herington
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
Grace Baptist Church

117 E. Third St., Chapman
9:45 a.m. Bible School

10:45 a.m. Worship/Service

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2201 1000 Ave., Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship
(Alternating Sundays)

Our Redeemer Lutheran
802 E. Trapp, Herington

10:30 a.m. Worship
St. John’s Lutheran Church
2124 Highway 4, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship
(Alternating Sundays)

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class

11 a.m. Worship/Communion
Sutphen Mill Christian

Church
3117 Paint Rd., Chapman
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday, January 28 , 2026
Rev.Connie

D.
Wooldridge

Chapman
United

Methodist
Church

MRS. NATION

One of 
my 

favorite weekly 
activities is story time at the 

Chapman Library. We read and
sing and you should see the kids dance. We 
have a great time together. This week I
read a book about a crocodile looking for 
friends. This croc was very creative. He was
always smiling. As you may imagine, the other 
animals were not interested in learning
anything about him. They always ran away when 
he was near. I probably would as well.
I have certain expectations about some reptiles, 
most bugs, and even a few animals
and I don’t really want to get very close to them.
This croc was different than most crocodiles. He 
was creative and talented and wanted
to make friends with the other animals. He had 
no desire to eat them. The other

animals only trusted their own preconceived 
notions about all crocodiles and refused to
even consider this guy might be a good friend.
It’s pretty easy to get the message in this story. 
We can’t really understand others when
we already think we know everything about 
them. We humans are very good at
separating ourselves from one another and 
focusing on the differences. We like to circle
up into our own groups and tell tales that make 
the others seem evil, or scary.
I have had opportunity to meet lots of different 
people in lots of different places and I am
thankful. I find there are many interesting things 
to learn from people who grew up in
different cultures and speak different languages. 
My little corner of the world is okay,
but life is so much better when I venture out to 
new places and make new friends. We
are all sparks of the divine. We are all amazing. 
We are not all alike and that makes us
interesting. Diversity is our superpower!
*Crocodiles Need Friends, Too by Tom Toro

MORE ALIKE THAN WE KNOW

125 years ago – 1901
   MRS. NATION – Mrs. Carrie Nation, 
temperance lecturer and joint smasher, 
and a woman of peculiar 
characteristics, passed through 

Herington last Friday morning on the eastbound 
Missouri Pacific train enroute to Topeka, there to 
have an interview with Governor Stanley before 
proceeding any further with the smashing of 
saloons. On Thursday of last week, Mrs. Nation 
showed up at Enterprise and demolished one of the 
town’s joints with her hatchet. There she was 
treated quite roughly by the female contingent of 
the joint who succeeded in giving her a black eye.  
That evening she received a telegram, purportedly 
from the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
contingent at Hope, inviting her to visit their town 
and continue her method of putting down the joints. 
However, she was disappointed not to be received 
by the Hope W.C.T.U. committee there and simply 
moved on to her next destination.
100 years ago – 1926
   FATHER FITZGERALD COMES HERE – Bishop Tief 
of the Concordia diocese of the Catholic church has 
announced the assignment of Father John 
Fitzgerald of Norton, Kansas to this parish, effective 
February 4th. Father Fitzgerald has been at Norton 
for several years and is said to be an unusually 
good speaker and a strong, forceful man. Father 
Sheehan, who has been in charge here since last 
summer, when Father McErlean was forced to 
resign on account of ill health, goes to Norton. 
Father Sheehan has made many friends during his 

short residence here and has done some very 
effective work for the parochial school now under 
process of construction. Father McErlean, whose 
attractive personality made him so many friends 
here, has been assigned to Clay Center.
75 years ago – 1951
   THIEF EXCHANGES TRUCK FOR CAR – A 1941 
Chevrolet 2-door was stolen here last Friday from 
the Martin Lueker residence at 410 South C and 
was recovered on Saturday at Hennessey, 
Oklahoma. On Friday, when Mr. and Mrs. Lueker 
went out to get into their car, it was gone. Upon 
investigation, it was discovered that a Ford pickup 
with Shawnee county tag was parked on McClaren 
Street just around the corner from where the car 
had been parked. The pickup was towed to Sullivan 
Motors where, upon investigation, it was found that 
it belonged to the sewer department at the City of 
Topeka. The Martin’s car suffered considerable 
damage to the motor.
50 years ago – 1976
   NEW NEEDLE CRAFT SHOP – Mr. and Mrs. 
Russell Johnson have purchased the small building 
at 323 West Walnut Street, which has had served a 
variety of businesses through the years and have 
converted it into a needle craft specialty shop. The 
building has been redecorated inside and out and 
will hold a two-day grand opening on Friday and 
Saturday. Mrs. Renata Johnson, owner and 
manager, is a retired school teacher and will 
operate the specialty shop as ‘Johnson Needle 
Crafts’ 
   Herington Historical Society & Museum, 800 S. 
Broadway.  Hours: 1 to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday. – markcwill1963@gmail.com

Legislative Update

The legislative process is in full swing after 
two weeks of the flurry of bill introduction and 
ceremonial activities. The Governor has pro-
vided her vision for the Legislature and 
stressed working together on issues. The
chief justice of the Supreme Court presented 
to the legislature the “State of the Judiciary,” 
primarily focusing on the need for lawyers in 
rural Kansas. A highlight of the beginning of 
the Legislature was a bi-partisan prayer
breakfast that was well attended, with re-
marks by former Kansas City Royals General 
Manager, Dayton Moore.
We already have one piece of legislation that 
passed both chambers. I have consistently 
supported the idea of a Convention of States 
to reign in the growth of the Federal govern-
ment as well as establish term limits for
our federal delegation. On Thursday of this 
last week, the Kansas House overwhelmingly 
voted to call for a Convention, joining 19 
other states to discuss these two issues. It is 
my desire that 14 more states will join
Kansas and we can have a discussion on lim-
iting the excess in Washington.
Other items:

o Property tax appraisal cap being discussed
o Cellphone ban in schools hearing held
o House voted to codify that the World Health 
Organization has
no standing in KS
o Hearing to require 30 minutes of recess in 
schools
o Hearing to standardize post-secondary 
classes in secondary
schools
o Limiting the power of Pharmacy Benefit 
Managers
o Improving pre-authorization for medical in-
surance
o Replacing property tax with a transaction 
fee
I have met with many constituents with con-
cerns, and I welcome visiting
with you as well, on issues that concern you.
Several pages have been serving in the Sen-
ate already and more are scheduled. The 
Salina Central state champion football team 
and coach Mark Sandbo were recognized in 
the chamber this week. Great job guys!
The Capital in Topeka is the “People’s 
House.” I encourage you to come to
Topeka and see it in action.

VIEW FROM THE HILL- Scott Hill

The Dickinson County 
Retired School Personnel 
Association will be 
providing a $500.00 
incentive scholarship for 
a 2026 Fall semester 
junior or senior college 
student. The student must 
be graduated from one of 
the Dickinson County 
Kansas high schools and 
must be in the School of 
Education at a college or 
university in Kansas. 
 The award will be based 
upon character, academic 
scholarship, teacher 
potential.  Applications 
must be in by June 10, 
2026 and the selection will 
be announced for the 
award by July 10, 2026. 
 Interested students may 
contact any of the 
following for applications: 
their high school 
guidance counselors or 
websites, the School of 
Education office at their 
university or college, or 
PM Renee Kerbs, the 
DCRSP Scholarship 
Chairperson.

SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

Call 785-524-4200 or Email dk.co.newstimes@gmail.com
to order your directory ad!

FINANCIAL

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK
112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS
785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax
785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com
 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals
no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,
exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.
Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil®
Air Conditioning systems for high 

efficiency Air Conditioning and 
reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator:Administrator:
Amanda Jeardoe

1009 Marshall • PO Box 219
Chapman, KS 67431

785-922-6525
chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org

christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

Quality and 
Compassionate 

Veterinary Care for 
Your Pets & Livestock

781 Hwy 43, Hope
785-366-6587

Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

VETERINARY

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING 
& CUSTOMER SERVICE 
1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American Family Insurance Company, American Family Life 
Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

Brian Tajchman, Agent, Inc.
Brian J. Tajchman, Agent
104 Nw 3rd S. Abilene
btajchman@amfam.com
(785) 263-2512

HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM & RANCH  AMFAM.COM

HEALTH

INSURANCE

456 Highway 77
785-258-8024

HVAC

SERVICES

INSURANCE

Let us help Let us help 
you get the you get the 
word out!word out!

Senior Center Menus
Abilene Senior Center

100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

Friday, January 30: Chicken Tenders, 
Creamed Peas, Cauliflower, Whole Wheat 
Roll, Apple Sauce

Monday, February 2: Smothered Chicken, 
Creamed Peas, Baby Carrots, 
Mandarin Oranges, Wheat Bread  
Tuesday, February 3: Chicken 
& Noodles, Kidney Bean Salad, 
Peaches, Cookie, Wheat Roll
Wednesday, February 4: Autumn Apple 
Pork Loin, Sweet Potatoes, Green Beans, Pears, 
Wheat Roll
Thursday, February 5: Lasagna, Tossed Sal-
ad, Bread Stick, Fruited Pudding

Friday, January 30: Chicken Alfredo, Cauli-
flower & Broccoli, Garlic Bread, Mixed Ber-
ries

Monday, February 2: Chicken Sandwich, 
Lettuce & Pickles, French Fries, Veggies, 

Fruit
Tuesday, February 3: Turkey & 

Noodles, Carrots, Wheat Roll, 
Peaches & Cookies

Wednesday, February 4: Pork Loin, Sweet 
Potatoes, Green Beans, Wheat Roll, Pears

Thursday, February 5: Chicken & Rice, 
Mixed Vegetables, Hot Roll, Fruit

2 E Ash St., Herington, KS 67449 • (785) 258-2283

As people grow older,
they talk less
and say more.

 Hilltop  Community Center 

Fun for Seniors
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

8 a.m. ~ Coffee is on!
Monday - Friday

Every Monday ~ 1 p.m.
Mexican Train Dominoes
Come Join This Fun Bunch!

Everyday ~ 1 p.m. Cards
Puzzles and Games every day!                       

Wednesday, January 28: 11:30 a.m. Trivia Day!
Thursday, January 29: National Puzzle Day!

Talking to yourself is all right 
as long as you listen.

For Sale
Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 
newspapers for only $300/ 
week. Find employees, sell 
your home or your car. Call 
the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today! 

Misc.
We Buy Houses for Cash 

AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-913-365-1969

Misc.
Attention: VIAGRA and 

CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-833-641-6607

Misc
NEED NEW WINDOWS?  

Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need out-
side noise reduction? New, 
energy efficient windows 
may be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE quote 
today. 1-833-880-0052 You 
will need to have your zip 
code to connect to the right 
provider.
Misc
WATER DAMAGE 

CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our trust-
ed professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family 
and your home’s value! Call 
24/7: 1-833-879-1451 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call!

Misc.
STOP OVERPAYING 

FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! A recent study shows 
that a majority of people 
struggle to pay for health 
coverage.   Let us show you 
how much you can save.  
Call Now for a no-obligation 
quote: 1-833-928-5491 You 
will need to have your zip 
code to connect to the right 
provider.

Misc
INJURED IN AN ACCI-

DENT? Don’t Accept the 
insurance company’s first of-
fer. Many injured parties are 
entitled to cash settlements in 
the $10,000’s. Get a free eval-
uation to see what your case 
is really worth. 100% Free 
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
770-0339

Misc.
BATH & SHOWER UP-

DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-833-752-0092

Misc
AGING ROOF? NEW 

HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proud-
ly stands behind their work.  
Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available.  
Call 1-833-889-4107 Have 

zip code of property ready 
when calling!

Classified

Make a. ., ... 
HIJGE. 
or target your ad regionally tor the most 

cost enective media buy anywhere! 
Statewide Ads 
appear in124 
newspapers, 

reaching more 
than a million 
readers each 

and every week. 

Display, Classified 
& Online networks 

available! 

Need a more 
targeted 

campaign or 
looking for 

national 
coverage? 

Call us today 
to customize 
your plans. 

Kansas Press 
Association 

785-271-5304
316-516-3016

 

CALL US: 1-844-339-3442
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees. Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with transfers available for most major gateways.

SAVE $250 ON ALL TOURS! 
MORE THAN 50 GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE

TM

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour Historic Route 66 – 100th Anniversary
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

16 DAYS STARTING AT $4,099 $3,849*
BASED ON APR 18, 2026 DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31 MUST BOOK BY 3/12

• Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park

• Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center

• Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park

• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

• Visit sights like the starting point of Route 66 in Chicago, the Cadillac 

Ranch in Amarillo, and the “End of the Trail” sign in Santa Monica

• Explore natural wonders of the Grand Canyon, Petrified Forest 

National Park, and the Painted Desert

Experience affordable, social, and stress-free 
travel designed for mature travelers. Our guided 
tours include accommodations, transportation, 
baggage handling, sightseeing, entrance fees,  
a professional Tour Director, and 
select meals. Just one call and 
your dream vacation is ready!

Misc. 
We Buy Vintage Guitars! 

Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6990

Misc. 
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-

END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Breit-
ling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Sub-
mariner and Speedmaster. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-4573.

Misc.
GOT AN UNWANTED 

CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans find 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
0154.

Classified

Call 1-877-403-5208 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU82

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48 
contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H6YU82

27% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3499*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!

BUY 12 GET 12
BUY 12 GET 12

MORE FREE!
MORE FREE!

Hale Mini Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!



1st Infantry Division 
Celebrates 250th 

Birthday of “Hamilton’s 
Own” — America’s 
Oldest Active-Duty 

Army Unit

FORT RILEY, Kansas – The 
1st Infantry Division proudly 
commemorates the 250th 
birthday of the 1st Battalion, 
5th Field Artillery Regiment 
— known across generations 
as “Hamilton’s Own” — the 
oldest regular Army unit in 
continuous active service.  
The unit is currently 
deployed to the U. S. Army 
Europe command region.   

Founded on January 6, 1776, 
by a young artillery captain 
named Alexander Hamilton, 
the unit began as the New 
York Provincial Company of 
Artillery. With just two six-
pound guns and 25 Soldiers, 
Hamilton led his fledgling 
company across the 
Delaware River alongside 
Gen. George Washington, 
firing some of the first 
artillery shots that helped 
secure early American 
victories at Trenton and 
Princeton.
Over the last two and a half 
centuries, the unit has been 
reorganized, redesignated, 
and deployed across nearly 
every major conflict in 
American history — from the 
War of 1812, the Mexican 
War, and the Civil War, to 
World War I, World War II, 
Vietnam, Desert Storm, and 
multiple deployments to Iraq. 
Today, the battalion 
continues its distinguished 
service as part of the 1st 
Infantry Division at Fort 
Riley.
“Hamilton’s Own is more 
than a battalion — it is a 
living piece of American 
history,” said leaders of the 
1st Infantry Division. “For 
250 years, its Soldiers have 
carried forward a legacy of 
courage, discipline, and 

innovation that began with 
one of our nation’s Founding 
Fathers.”
The battalion’s lineage 
includes extraordinary 
moments of heroism, 
including the actions of Lt. 
Col. Charles C. Rogers, who 
received the Medal of Honor 
for leading the defense of 
Fire Base Rita during a 
massive enemy assault in 
Vietnam in 1968.
Today, “Hamilton’s Own” 
continues to train and 
operate with the same spirit 
that has defined it since the 
Revolution — a commitment 
to readiness, precision, and 
service to the nation.

“The anniversary ceremony 
honored generations of 
Redlegs whose dedication 
and sacrifice have shaped 
both the battalion’s proud 
traditions and the freedoms 
enjoyed by the Nation 
today,” said Major Joshua 
Henry, executive officer, 1st 
Battalion, 5th Artillery. 
“From revolutionary 
beginnings to today’s 
technologically advanced 
force, 1-5 FA remains a 
symbol of excellence and 
resilience. As the unit looks 
toward the future, leaders 
reaffirmed their commitment 
to preserving its storied 
heritage while training the 
next generation of Artillery 
professionals to serve with 
honor for centuries to 
come.”
As part of the 250th birthday 
observance, the 1st Infantry 
Division is sharing historical 
highlights, photos, and 
stories across its official 
social media platforms to 
help the community connect 
with the unit’s remarkable 
heritage.

Community members can 
follow and join the 
celebration on the division’s 
official Facebook and 
Instagram pages: 
@1stInfantryDivision.
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FRIDAYS AT NOON

Legal Notice
(First Published in Dickinson County News Times on

Wednesday, January 28, 2026)
On behalf of Chapman USD 473, DCS Services LLC will 

be accepting proposals for installation of track/football field 
lights at the District Stadium. Interested parties need to contact 
Darrel at 316-869-1008. We encourage participation by disad-
vantaged small and minority businesses and women’s business 
enterprises.

Fort Riley Garrison 
Commander to 

Address Flint Hills 
Regional Growth 

Summit

The Fort Riley Garrison 
Commander will 

address area leaders 
Friday at the Flint Hills 

Regional Growth 
Summit in Manhattan, 
Kansas, highlighting 
the installation's $2 

billon economic 
impact. Col. Jerry 

Nunziato will stress 
that the commitment to 

Soldier and Family 
quality of life made by  
Fort Riley and the 1st 

Infantry Division drives 
both combat readiness 
and regional economic 

prosperity.

"Caring for our 
Soldiers, Civilians, and 

Families isn't 
secondary to our 
mission—it is the 

mission," Nunziato 
says. "You cannot 
build warfighting 
readiness without 

taking care of people, 
and that's where our 

community 
partnerships become 

critical to national 
defense."

Key Topics
The commander's 

remarks will address:

Economic Impact: Fort 
Riley's $2 billion in 

direct economic 
expenditures, 

including $1.27 billion 
in payroll, $95 million 

in healthcare spending 
directly into the 

regional healthcare 
system, and $386 
million in veteran 

expenditures
Strategic Partnerships: 

Five active 
Intergovernmental 

Support Agreements 
(IGSAs) that have 

saved more than $34 

million over five years 
while strengthening 

community 
collaboration with the 

City of Manhattan, 
Kansas State 

University, USD 475, 
and state agencies

Deployment 
Readiness: The 1st 
Infantry Division's 
operational tempo, 
including upcoming 

rotations to the 
National Training 

Center and 
deployments to Europe 

in support of the 
EUCOM mission

Workforce 
Development: Fort 
Riley's Transition 

Assistance Program, 
which supports 

approximately 2,400 
transitioning service 

members annually, and 
the Kansas 

Employment 
Exploration Program 
(KEEP) designed to 
retain talent in the 

state
Future Investments: 

More than $400 million 
in planned 

infrastructure 
improvements, 
including new 

barracks, childcare 
facilities, and 

readiness 
infrastructure

Col. Nunziato is 
scheduled to speak 
during the afternoon 
session of the Flint 

Hills Regional Growth 
Summit being held at 

the Kansas State 
University Alumni 
Association. Fort 

Riley’s Fiscal Year 
2025 Economic Impact 
Summary is available 
at https://home.army.

mil/riley/
8517/6832/4952/Fort_

Riley_Annual_
Economic_Impact_

Summary.pdf.
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Catholic Charities
St. Michael Catholic Church
210 E 6th ST
Chapman, KS 67431
Every 4th Wednesday of the month
9am-10am

St. John Catholic Church
712 Broadway
Herington, KS 67449
Every 1st Wednesday of the month
1pm-2pm

St. Andrew Catholic Church
311 S Buckeye Ave
Abilene, KS 67410
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
3599 N Field Rd
Solomon, KS 67480
Every 3rd Wednesday of the Month

Enterprise Community Church
210 S High St.
Enterprise, KS 67441
Every 4th Wednesday of the Month
10:30am till 11am

First UMC Manhattan
1710 Avery Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66503
785-539-1748
PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM
HOURS
Tue
3rd of each month 9:30 AM - 10:30
AM

Westview Community Church
615 Gillespie Drive
Manhattan, KS 66502
785-537-7173
PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM
HOURS
Fri
1st of each month 10am-11am

Ogden Community Center
220 Willow Street
Ogden, KS 66517
785-564-0071 or 785-410-6672
PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM
HOURS
Tue
4th of each month 9:30am-10:30am

Highview Church
402 Main Street
Alta Vista, KS 66834
620-767-2844
PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM
HOURS
Tue
4th of each month 11:30 AM 12:30
PM

DRIVE THRU FOOD PICK UP

These easy garlic shrimp noo-
dles features a sweet sauce, 
punctuated by fresh garlic and 
ginger, along with lots of tasty 
pasta to soak it all up.
Easy garlic pasta recipe is too 
‘shrimp’le to fail
The pantry clean-out contin-
ues this week.
Thanks to a stir-fry dish I 
shared with you back in June, I 
still had half of a package of lo 
mein noodles hanging out in 
the cupboard.
When Joey plopped a bag of 
shrimp in our cart on a recent 
grocery trip, I decided I needed 
to find something to make that 
could use both ingredients.
Then our week got really, re-
ally busy. There was no time to 
make anything fancy.
But the good news is that both 
shrimp and lo mein noodles 
are crazy quick to make.
So when I found a recipe for 
garlic shrimp noodles that 
promised to be done in 15 min-
utes, I jumped on it, and it 
wasn’t just great because it 
was a quick meal; it was great 
all on its own.
This comes from the blog 
“Lena’s Kitchen” by Lena 
Gladstone. You can find her 
original post at
https://lenaskitchenblog.com/
15-minute-garlic-shrimp-soba-
noodles/. I added several 
spices and extra garlic in my 
version.
Easy Garlic Shrimp Noodles
1/3 cup soy sauce
2 tablespoons sesame oil
2 tablespoons lime juice
2 tablespoons hoisin sauce
2 teaspoons honey
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes
1/4 teaspoon dried ginger
10 ounces soba or lo mein 
noodles
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 pound shrimp, peeled
salt, to taste

6 cloves garlic, 
minced
1 tablespoon fresh 
ginger, grated
2 tablespoons 
sesame seeds
Directions
Prepare a sauce by 
adding the soy 
sauce, sesame oil, 
lime juice, hoisin 
sauce, honey, gar-
lic powder, red
pepper flakes and 
dried ginger to a 
small bowl, and 
whisk until every-
thing is well com-
bined. Set it

aside.
Meanwhile, cook the noodles 
according to the package in-
structions.
While the noodles cook, heat 
the olive oil in a large skillet 
over medium-high heat. Sea-
son the shrimp with salt, and 
then saute in the shrimp in the 
hot skillet. When the shrimp is 
nearly cooked through, toss
in the minced garlic and grated 
ginger, and saute until the 
shrimp is finished.
Decrease the heat to low, and 
add the noodles and sauce to 
the skillet, stirring to coat ev-
erything in the sauce.
When everything is heated 
through, serve, topped with 
sesame seeds.
I added the hoisin sauce and 
some extra honey above, be-
cause I didn’t think the sauce 
had quite the sweetness that I 
wanted it to have. Otherwise, 
the sesame oil was a bit over-
powering. If you don’t have
hoisin, you could add a bit 
more honey or a bit of brown 
sugar, instead, until you get 
the sauce how you
want it.
I also left out green onions as 
a garnish, because Joey isn’t 
generally keen on raw onions, 
but that would have been a 
great addition, as well.
Luckily, Joey wasn’t upset that 
I hĳacked his shrimp purchase 
with my own dinner plans—
mostly because he’s a sucker 
for anything with plenty of gar-
lic.
And now there’s a tiny corner 
of my pantry that is ready to 
be filled with another mystery 
ingredient sometime in 2026.
Spice Up Your Life is a weekly 
recipe column by Lindsey 
Young, who describes herself 
as an enthusiastic amateur 
cook and can be reached 
through her website at spice-
upkitchen.net.

SpiceUpYourLife-EasyGarlicShrimpNoodles
Lindsey YoungMark your 

Calendars for the 
Chapman, United 
Methodist Church, 
Free dinner!! On 

Wednesday, 
January 28th from 
5-7pm.They will be 
serving Lasagna, 

Tossed Salad, 
bread, and 

cookies!! If you 
cannot eat in you 
can take it to go. 

Hope to see you all 
there!!

K-State University Extension-Chisholm Trail District, Dickinson County office,
provides free tax preparation through the IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

(VITA) program February 5 - April 8, 2026.
The VITA program is for individuals and families with a household income of 

$67,000 or less. Farms and businesses that must file Schedule F are not eligible 
for this service.

Taxpayers who only need homestead returns filed may contact their county 
clerk’s office for free assistance.

Once pre-preparation paperwork, identification and tax-related documents are 
dropped off at the office, IRS certified tax preparers will work and review the tax 
return. The site’s goal is to have the return ready for tax-payer review in about a 

week, then an appointment is scheduled.
Drop off and pick up will be at the K-State University Extension Chisholm Trail 
District office at 712 South Buckeye Avenue in Abilene. Office hours are 8am-
5pm Monday- Friday. The office will be closed for President&#39;s Day. For 
questions or to request an intake packet by mail, please call 785-263-2001.
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28 Jan, Wed
All day USD 473 AG - Poultry 

Contest @ Ellsworth
All day CMS - Hearing Screening 

(Rechecks) Nurse Office
All day FFA Poultry Judging/
Marketing Plan @ Ellsworth

6 – 8pm HS Club VB (Erin Bell)
Chapman Middle School
6 – 8pm Youth Wrestling

District Gym, Wrestling Room
29 Jan, Thu

All day USD 473 A&P Tour Cloud 
County Community College

All day USD 487 HS Scholars Bowl
Solomon

4 – 5:30pm USD 478 Basketball: 
Varsity/JV Herington High School
4:30 – 6pm USD 478 Basketball: 

Middle School Goessel Jr/Sr High 
School

6 – 7:30pm Youth BBall 4th-6th 
Coed (Stanley)

67431, USA
6 – 7pm Post 12 American Legion- 

Herington
6 – 7pm CES Winter Bingo

30 Jan, Fri
2pm USD 487Club/Organizational 

Pictures
4 – 5pm USD 473 WR JV @ 

Manhattan
4:30 – 5:30pm USD 473 BB V/JV/C 

vs Abilene
6:30 – 7:30pm VFW Bingo 101 E 

Main St
31 Jan, Sat

All day FFA Ag Ed Speech @ 
Manhattan

All day USD 487 Wrestling: Varsity
9 – 10am USD 473 BB FR vs Riley 

Co/JC
9 – 10am USD 473 GWR @ 

Washburn Rural
9 – 10am USD 473 8th BBB @ Clay 

Center
1 Feb, Sun

3 – 7pm Youth Girls BB (Stoffer)
Chapman High School

2 Feb, Mon
8:45am – 2:30pm 1st Aid Training 

for Bus Drivers
Unified School District 473

9 – 10am Veterans Coffee The Pin 
Up Cafe

4:30 – 6pm USD 487 Basketball: 
Middle School - 8th Grade 

Recognition
6 – 8pm Youth Wrestling

District Gym, Wrestling Room
6 – 7:30pm Youth BBall 4th-6th 

Coed (Stanley)
3 Feb, Tue

4 – 5:30pm USD 487 Basketball: 
Varsity/JV

Canton-Galva Jr/Sr High School
4 – 5pm MS GWR @ Marysville

4:30 – 5:30pm USD 473 BB V/JV/C 
@ Clay Center

5:30 – 6:30pm Herington 
Commission Meeting

EVENTS
Wednesday, January 28, 2026

     Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) Application 
Period Opens in Kansas

DCF Begins Taking Applications Jan. 20

Topeka, Kan. – The Kansas Department for Children and Families 
(DCF) has announced that applications are now being accepted for 

the Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP). The 
application period runs from  Tuesday, Jan. 20, through 5 p.m. on 

March 31, 2026. 
LIEAP provides a one-time per year benefit to help qualifying 

households pay winter heating costs, whether the home is heated 
with electricity, natural gas, propane, or other home heating fuels. 
In 2025, more than 43,000 Kansas households received an average 

benefit of about $680.
“LIEAP plays a critical role in helping Kansas families remain safe 

and warm through the state’s often harsh winter months,"  said 
DCF Secretary Laura Howard.

The federal government shutdown in late 2025 delayed the 
distribution of LIEAP funding to states for the 2026 season, which 

in turn delayed DCF’s planning efforts and the start of the 2026 
application period. 

Qualifying for LIEAP 
To qualify, households must have an adult at the address 

responsible for the home's heating costs. Applicants must be at or 
below 150% of the federal poverty level  (see the 2026 income 

eligibility guidelines below). The level of benefit received varies 
according to household income, number of people living in the 

home, type of residence, type of heating  
fuel, and utility rates.

Applying for LIEAP
Applications can be accessed online at dcf.ks.gov by clicking the 
“Apply for Services” button on the top right side of the website.

DCF is planning in-person events to help Kansans submit their 
LIEAP applications. For a schedule of in-person LIEAP application 
events, visit lieap.dcf.ks.gov and click on “Where are the in-person 

LIEAP application events being held this  year” in the drop-down 
menu.

When applying for LIEAP, Kansans should have their identification, 
proof of income for all adult household members, copies of heating 

utility bills (gas, electric, propane, etc.), and a copy of their rental 
agreement if they are living in subsidized housing. 

Learn more about LIEAP in Kansas, including frequently asked 
questions, other community resources, and the complete schedule 
of LIEAP application events at  lieap.dcf.ks.gov . Funding for LIEAP 
is provided by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Office of Community Service through the Federal Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program. 
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RURAL HEALTH 
Winter Health Risks: What to Know and How to Stay Safe

As winter ap-
proaches, it’s im-
portant to recognize 
the health risks that 
come with freezing
temperatures and 
winter weather. 
While weather can 
vary across the 
state, preparing for 
a strong cold front 
is especially impor-
tant for rural areas 
where access to 
healthcare facilities 
and emergency ser-
vices may be im-
peded.

One of the most 
common winter 
health concerns is 
respiratory illness, 
including coron-
avirus, influenza 
(flu), and respira-
tory syncytial virus 
(RSV). According to 
Johns Hopkins 
physician Michael 
Albert, every year 
5% to 20% of Amer-
icans will catch the 
flu, and 60,000 to 
160,000 older 
adults are hospital-
ized with RSV. This 
is in addition to 
COVID-19 variants 
which are conta-
gious and tend to 
occur in waves. 
These illnesses of-
ten spike during the 
winter months for
several reasons. 
According to the 
Mayo Clinic Minute, 
these illnesses of-
ten spike during 
winter months as 
people spend more 
time indoors, allow-
ing viruses to 
spread more 
quickly. Cold, dry
air also allows res-
piratory droplets to 
stay airborne 
longer, while the 
cilia (hairlike projec-
tions in the upper 
respiratory tract that 
help clear out 
germs) do not func-
tion as well in dry, 
cold conditions.

Fortunately, there 
are several simple 
ways to reduce the 
risk of infection. 

Regular handwash-
ing is one of the 
most important 
steps, especially af-
ter being in public 
spaces. Cleaning 
and sanitizing fre-
quently touched 
surfaces such as 
doorknobs, counter-
tops, and phones 
can also help limit 
spread. Staying up 
to date on recom-
mended vaccina-
tions each year pro-
vides added protec-
tion, particularly for 
older adults and 
those with chronic 
conditions. Cover-
ing coughs and
sneezes, avoiding 
close contact when 
sick, and staying 
home when you 
have symptoms 
(such as cough, 
sore throat, or 
fever) can help pro-
tect family mem-
bers, coworkers, 
and the broader
community.

Cold-related ill-
nesses are another 
important winter 
health concern. Hy-
pothermia occurs 
when the body 
loses heat faster 
than it can produce 
it, and can happen 
during prolonged 
outdoor exposure, 
power outages, or 
when homes are 
not adequately 
heated. Warning 
signs include
uncontrollable shiv-
ering, confusion, 
slurred speech, and 
extreme fatigue. 
There’s also frost-
bite which occurs 
when skin and un-
derlying tissues 
freeze, most often 
affecting fingers, 
toes, ears, and 
nose. Early signs 
include numbness, 
tingling, and pale or 
waxy skin. To re-
duce risk of both
illnesses, dress in 
layers, keep cloth-
ing dry, cover ex-
posed skin, limit 

time outdoors dur-
ing extreme cold, 
and check on 
neighbors, espe-
cially older adults, 
during severe 
weather.

Lastly, winter can 
impact mental 
health. Shorter 
days, reduced sun-
light, and increased 
isolation, especially 
in rural areas, can 
contribute to low 
mood, anxiety, or 
symptoms of sea-
sonal depression. 
Some easy ways to 
protect your mental 
health include stay-
ing connected with
friends and family, 
maintaining daily 
routines, and 
spending time out-
doors when 
weather allows.
You can also reach 
out to local re-
sources or health-
care providers if 
symptoms persist.
As a community, we 
all play a role in 
staying safe and 
healthy during the 
winter. Checking in 
on neighbors, pre-
paring homes, and 
taking simple pre-
ventive steps can 
make a huge differ-
ence.

Midwestern win-
ters can be chal-
lenging, but with 
awareness and 

preparation many 
winter related 
health risks can be 
reduced.

Author Bio:
Shelby Coons is a 
second-year medi-
cal student at the 
University of Kan-
sas School of 
Medicine. She 
graduated from 
Field Kindley High 
School in Cof-
feyville, KS in 
2020, and the Uni-
versity of Kansas 
in 2024. Growing 
up in a small town 
inspired her pas-
sion for serving 
rural and under-
served communi-
ties. Outside of 
medicine, she en-
joys running and 
working out.   
Shelby is passion-
ate about using 
her medical train-
ing to care for and 
support the peo-
ple of rural Kan-
sas.

The Rural Can-
cer Institute is a 
national non-profit 
dedicated to rural 
cancer advocacy, 
research and 
practice. Send 
questions and 
comments to pro-
gram@rural-
cancer.org



Dickinson County News-TimesPage 8 Wednesday, January 28, 2026

DENNIS DEWAYNE BISBY
December 31, 1934 - January 9, 2026

DO YOU WANT A GRADUATION/SPORTS
PRINTED EDITION?

This is our first year bing Digital for the Graduation/Sports
edition. With this being saild, I have been given permission to

design a Graduation/Sports printed edition. I am SUPER EXCITED
to be able to showcase our kids in our communities. However, I

am only able to print IF I raise enough money to cover the cost of
printing. So here is what I am offering....

2x2
$50

1x2
$30

2x4
$75SIGNATURE

$20
This is also available for parents to put thier dedications in for

thier students.
In the event I cannot get enough people to buy a sponsorship, we

will still do a digital edition and sponsorship prices will be 50%
less. I am hoping we can raise enough money to give the kids the
recognition they deserve and the family members a keepsake. 

Contact us by April 29  to support the printed Graduation/Sports Editionth

Invoices will be Sent May 1  and Must be paid by May 15  to continue.st th

Contact us at dk.co.newstimes@gmail.com or call 
785-524-4200 Wed-Fri 11am to 3pm. 

Dennis Dewayne Bisby, 91, passed away peacefully on 
January 9, 2026 in Chandler, AZ. He was born on 

December 31, 1934, in Herington, Kansas, the youngest of 
four children born to Sherman and Fannie (Schump) 

Bisby.
Dennis was raised in Herington and enlisted in the United 

States Air Force in 1952. After four years of honorable 
service, he returned to Kansas and attended Kansas State 

University, earning a degree in Electrical Engineering in 
1960. He spent the majority of his professional career in 

the aerospace industry and was proud to have contributed 
to the Mercury, Gemini, and Skylab space programs.

Dennis married Sara Jean Dozier in 1958, and together 
they had five children. Four survive him: Curt Bisby, 

Stephanie Hayen, Jim Bisby, and Julie Staten. In 1982, he 
married Pamela K. Groves. Dennis and Pam shared 43 
wonderful years together as devoted companions and 

enthusiastic world travelers. They relocated to Chandler, 
Arizona, in 2020. Pam survives him.

Dennis enjoyed golfing, woodworking, and classic 
Humphrey Bogart movies.  He will be lovingly remembered 
for his quick wit and remarkable knack for fixing just about 

anything. His faith was central to his life, and he was a 
lifelong Catholic.

Dennis will be deeply missed and lovingly remembered by 
all who knew and loved him. A graveside memorial service 
will be held at a later date in Herington, Kansas. In lieu of 
flowers the family requests memorial donations be made 

to your favorite charity.
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A TRIP ACROSS THE 
DESERT
Matthew 2: 13 “And 
when they were de-
parted, behold, the an-
gel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a
dream, saying, Arise, 
and take the young child 
and his mother, and flee 
into Egypt, and be thou 
there
until I bring thee word: 
for Herod will seek the 
young child to destroy 
him.”
We are told in the scrip-
ture (Matthew 2), when 
Jesus was born in Beth-
lehem, a star appeared 
to wise
men in the east. Those 
wise men saw the star 
and followed it to 
Jerusalem seeking the 
Christ child.
“In the east” may have 
been in Israel or it may 
have been in the country 
we today know as Jor-
dan or Iran
(Persia or Babylon). 
Considering their gifts, 
the wise men may possi-
bly have come from Ara-
bia.
Many have attempted to 
provide natural phenom-
enon such as a gather-
ing of planets, to explain 
the star.
This writer believes the 
star was a special, su-
pernatural, one-time ap-
pearing object to guide 
the wise
men to Jesus.
Matthew 2: 9 states em-
phatically the star “went 
before them and stood 
over the place where the 
child
was.” A celestial gather-
ing of stars or planets 
would not have done 
this. The only reason-
able explanation
is that God provided the 
“star” for a guide.
I also am inclined to 
think the “guiding star” 
was in the atmosphere 
and not a star since we 
know stars to
be light years away from 
earth.
In Jerusalem they en-
quired, “Where is He 
that is born King of the 
Jews for we have seen 
His star?”
Becoming aware of this, 

the king of Israel, Herod, 
was “troubled.”
Sending for the priests 
and scribes Herod 
asked “Where is this 
king to be born?” They 
answered his
question with an Old 
Testament prophesy, 
Micah 5: 2. The king was 
to be born in Bethlehem.
Herod then sent the 
wise men to Bethlehem 
to find the child and re-
turn to him so he could 
go and
worship Him as well. His 
ruse was intercepted by 
a dream in which the 
wise men were told of 
Herod’s
plan to kill the child and 
to “return to their own 
land by another route.”
The trip from Jerusalem 
(Bethlehem is southeast 
about six miles) to Egypt 
would have been a very
difficult journey. Since 
Mary had recently given 
birth to our Jesus and 
was nursing and caring 
for Him
the conditions of the 
desert would have been 
excruciating.
We crossed that same 
Saini Peninsula in an air 
conditioned bus. I well 
remember watching the 
blowing
sand with the road ap-
pearing almost molten. 
Road graders were 
placed along the high-
way at intervals
because the drifting 
sand had to often be re-
moved.
Scripture tells us they 
traveled “by night” and 
many assume that was 
to be in hiding. Being 
partially the
case, the daytime condi-
tions would have been 
too harsh for foot travel.
We do not know how 
long their journey took or 
where they lived for two 
years in Egypt. The dis-
tance
from Rafah to Cairo is a 
little over 225 miles. 
Rafah is on the border of 
Israel and Egypt. The 
distance to
Jerusalem is about 60 
miles from Rafah mak-
ing their journey almost 
300 miles.
We also are not told 

where exactly in Egypt 
they stayed for two 
years. Their place of 
refuge was most
likely in the Nile River 
delta area since the rest 
of Egypt is desert and 
not suitable for human 
habitation.
As extensive as the Holy 
Bible is, it leaves out a 
lot of the details. I sup-
pose however it would 
have to be
in volumes to answer 
even a part of our in-
quiries.
I’ve often wondered 
what the baby Jesus 
awareness may have 
been. The scripture tells 
us He was God
in human form and the 
creator of all things 
(John 1: 1-3).

Therefore is it reason-
able to think Jesus may 
have been aware as an 
infant of what was hap-
pening?
Research shows that the 
unborn fetus hears and 
responds to sounds out-
side the womb, such as 
language,
music and loud sudden 
sounds. Expectant 
mothers have often re-
ported at sudden noises, 
their baby
moved within them. A 
woman may not have 
the voice of an angel but 
her baby will love to 
hear her
sing.
I can’t avoid thinking Je-
sus was aware of His 
final destination, the 
cross of Calvary, during 
His lifetime.
In such a case, Jesus’ 
suffering would have 
been the mental anguish 
of knowing His final 
hours before
death would be nailed to 
a cross.
The sacrifice by God Je-
sus is so much more 
than we at times can be-
gin to comprehend. For 
two years in
Egypt and three years in 
His earthly ministry, Je-
sus was a homeless 
person.
Luke 9: 58 “And Jesus 
said unto him, foxes 
have holes, and birds of 
the air have nests; but 

the Son of
man hath no where to 
lay his head.”
We normally envision 
Jesus’ suffering to be on 
the cross and of course 
that was the ultimate 
sacrifice for
the souls of mankind. 
His shed blood and suf-
fering gives us eternity 
and all He asks of us is 
to believe
(John 3: 16).
To even begin to com-
prehend His anguish 
(Psalm 22), we must be-
gin at His infantile years 
and possibly
at His conception. We 
must also consider the 
suffering of Mary and 
Joseph in order to be 
the earthly
parents of our Savior. 
They were foreigners in 
the strange land Egypt.
God of course, provided 
for them during those 
two years but what did 
Joseph do for his fami-
lies’
survival during that 
time? The life of Jesus 
and His parents is a wit-
ness of a supernatural 
presence.
A trip across the desert 
was just the beginning. 
What an ordeal that 
must have been! For 
their existence
to have been placed in 
such an inhospitable 
place was a part of the 
misery they endured. 
And of course,
after the two years they 
had to cross that same 
desert to return home.
Never under estimate 
the unpleasant exis-
tence of that family and 
our glorious Savior. 
Thankful is a
place to begin but to re-
alize and relate to their 
lives is an understanding 
we must have.
Van Yandell is a retired 
Industrial Arts teacher, 
an ordained gospel 
evangelist and commis-
sioned
missionary. His email is 
vmy3451@gmail.com

HOW LONG IS A YEAR?
By:Van Yandell
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When we asked Chat-
GPT if it was a good 
idea to invest in edu-
cation it responded 
with the wisdom and
confidence of a sen-
tient being who be-
lieves they are on the 
cusp of knowing ev-
erything. It told me the
reason to invest in ed-
ucation and yourself 
is primarily financial, 
using examples like 
increased lifetime
earnings, career sta-
bility, etc. And yes, al-
though these things 
are true and GPT was 
not hallucinating, it
missed the mark.
Education abroad pro-
grams through univer-
sities are one of the 
many vetted, safe, 
hands on,
transformative experi-
ences educational in-
stitutions provide to 
students and a great 
way for students to
invest in their learn-
ing. This past May we 
co-led our fifth educa-
tion abroad program 
with nearly 30
future healthcare pro-
fessionals to Ghana. 
We spent 2 weeks in 
west Africa shadowing 
and learning,
providing support as 
needed, developing 
empathy, and building 
communication, diag-
nostic, & clinical
skills. This experience 
was transformational, 
for me as an educa-
tor, and for every stu-
dent who is so
fortunate to invest in 
themselves in this 
way.
Over the span of 2 

weeks students spent 
half of each day shad-
owing in the KNUST 
Hospital in Kumasi,
Ghana. We then en-
gaged deeply in the 
community and cul-
ture each afternoon. 
Students visited a lo-
cal
elementary school, 
the largest market in 
west Africa, learned 
local history, and 
toured a slave trade
castle where 30,000 
slaves made their way 
through the door of no 
return each year. We 
were fortunate
enough to participate 
in a safari with close-
up experiences with 
monkeys, baboons, 
elephants and more.
Finally, we spent a 
few days learning 
about the history and 
current healthcare 
system in the U.K. 
with
our boots on the 
ground in London. We 
rode big red busses 
and saw Big Ben, and 
hosted a guest lecture
with a professor from 
Cambridge Medical 
School. In just 17 
days, students had 
powerful opportunities
to learn about health-
care systems in 
hands-on ways 
across the world.
These experiences 
built empathy, opened 
students’ eyes to the 
developing world, and 
transformed their
lives and their future 
work as healthcare 
providers. As students 
reflected on their ex-
periences in the
hospital, they started 

to see how culture in-
fluences a person’s 
experience with 
healthcare and then
started to see those 
same values reflected 
in our afternoon ex-
cursions. One quote 
from a student
highlighted family and 
how that extends to 
the community: “After 
seeing how these pa-
tients rely on
their family and how 
family-orientated their 
culture is, I was chal-
lenged to see the im-
portance and role
of family in the US.”
To learn more, tune in 
to Prairie Doc Pro-
gramming to see and 
hear directly from stu-
dents about their
life-changing experi-
ences. We guarantee 
you’ll leave inspired 
and hopeful. Then 
use that inspiration to
invest in yourself, set 
a goal to read more, 
attend a webinar, 
recommit to your 
health and wellness
goals, and if you find 
yourself so inclined to 
invest in the educa-
tion of others check 
out
https://www.sd-
statealumnifounda-
tion.org .

We want to interject 
one final observation. 
We want to assure 
you the kids are al-
right. There are many
negative hot takes 
about the younger 
generation and overall 
they are wrong. Keep 
investing in these
amazing 
youth and 
our future is 
bright – the 
kids are al-
right!
Dr. Greg 
Heiberger 
serves as 
the interim 
dean of the 
Van D. 
&amp; Bar-
bara B. 
Fishback 
Honors Col-
lege. He
previously 
served as 
associate 
dean of 
academics and stu-
dent success in the 

College of Natural 
Sciences
at South Dakota State 
University and is a 
tenured associate 
professor in the Biol-
ogy & Microbiology
Department. He 
helped to create and 
implement the SDSU 
- KNUST relationship, 
has led numerous
study abroad experi-
ences including 4 
courses to Ghana.
Ashley is the Coordi-
nator for Student Suc-
cess with the College 
of Natural Sciences. 
She has been
advising pre-medical 
students since 2022 
and has led several 
study abroad pro-
grams, including 3
programs to Ghana. 
She also teaches First 
Year Seminar and Ca-
reer Seminar courses, 
and MCAT prep
every spring.
Follow The Prairie 
Doc® at  www.
prairiedoc.org , Face-
book, Instagram, 
YouTube, and Tik Tok. 
Prairie Doc
Programming in-
cludes On Call with 
the Prairie Doc®, a 
medical Q&amp;A 
show (most Thurs-
days at 7pm on
YouTube and stream-
ing on Facebook), 2 
podcasts, and a Ra-
dio program (on 
SDPB, Sundays at 
6am and
1pm).

Prairie Doc
“For the health of it. Be Selfish: Invest in education. Your own and the kids down the street.”

By Greg Heiberger, PhD & Ashley McConnell, MS



Editor’s Notes:
I am releasing the information to the left 
for readers who have asked in the past 

about the Herington cities employees pay 
and budget. This is simply the information 

that was asked for and I will not release 
the names of who receives the amounts 

listed. 
All information is public record and you 

can request Budgets, Salaries, and 
Financial records as a citizen. 

If you have any questions about this 
information, please call the City Hall and 

speak with your City Manager/
Commissioners. You can also retrieve 
some of this information on the City’s 

website. 
The page from the budget is only one of 

many. Please see the website to view them 
all. 
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MEDIA RELEASE
(01/27/2026)

On Monday evening, January 26, 2026, at 
approximately 5:48 PM, Deputies with the 

Dickinson County
Sheriff’s Office were dispatched to a 

structure fire in the 1500 block of 1400 
Avenue in rural Dickinson

County. The residence was fully engulfed 
when firefighters and deputies arrived.

Deputies located an adult male and a child 
outside the residence. Deputies were advised 

a two-year-old
male was unaccounted for and may be inside 

the residence. After the fire was brought 
under control by

firefighters, the two-year-old male victim was 
located deceased inside of the residence.

The Office of the State Fire Marshal and the 
Sheriff’s Office are conducting a joint 

investigation.
Any additional information will be released 
through the Office of the State Fire Marshal.

(Our Staff is praying for the family and will 
update with any fundraising that may be 
needed to assist the family~Brandy S)

HERINGTON EMPLOYEE PAYSCALE

Employee Title Hourly Annual Hired Years Department
Thatcher Moddie FT City Manager $44.63 $92,828.74 2023 3 Electric Admin

Chad Langley FT Police Chief $42.87 $89,172.72 2021 5 Police
Andrew Avantagiato FT Fire Chief $42.61 $88,619.44 2020 6 Fire

Megan Lawrenz FT City Clerk/Court Clerk $31.31 $65,119.08 2020 6 $52,095.16 Electric Admin, $13,023.92 Municipal Court
Leo Schlesener FT Water Plant Superintendent $31.00 $64,480.00 1988 38 68% Water Production, 32% Light Production - To run Generator

Jason Alt FT Waste Water Plant Super. $30.00 $62,400.00 1999 27 Sewer
Cody Oswald FT Public Works Director $30.00 $62,400.00 2018 8 Water Distribution
Seth Biehler FT Electric Foreman $28.00 $58,240.00 2022 4 Electric Distribution

Marcus Hawkes FT Deputy Clerk $26.00 $54,080.00 2019 7 Electric Admin
Brian Schantz FT Sergeant $25.90 $57,912.40 2021 5 Police

Kardell Anderson FT Lineman $25.00 $52,000.00 2025 1 Electric
Jacob Tholstrup FT Lineman $25.00 $52,000.00 2025 1 Electric

Cliff Stokes FT Plant Operator $24.50 $50,960.00 2012 14 Sewer
Lori Dornbusch FT Hilltop Manager $24.00 $49,920.00 2002 24 Hilltop
Josh Alexander FT Maintenance Supervisor $24.00 $49,920.00 2020 6 50% Hilltop 50% Homestead
Andrew Reese FT Plant Operator $24.00 $49,920.00 2018 8 Water Production
Katrina Martin FT Police Officer $23.69 $52,970.84 2024 2 Police

McKenna Schlesener FT Firefighter/Code $23.22 $48,297.60 2023 3 80% Fire/Code, 20% Airport
Ronald Cervera FT Police Officer/SRO $22.71 $50,779.56 2020 6 Police

Jay Salada FT Water Dist Laborer $22.60 $47,008.00 2021 5 Water Distribution
Hayden Hirschey FT Police Officer $21.63 $48,364.68 2024 2 Police

Trevor Mosher FT Police Officer $21.63 $48,364.68 2024 2 Police
Shelly Langhofer FT Police Clerk $21.56 $44,844.80 2021 5 Police

Debra Elder FT Utilities Clerk $21.00 $43,680.00 2025 1 Electric Admin
Zach Schlesener FT Street Foreman $20.12 $41,849.60 2022 4 Street

Matthew Shepherd FT Firefighter/Code $20.00 $41,600.00 2025 1 80% Fire/Code, 20% Airport
Ronald Davis FT Meter Reader $19.57 $40,705.60 2024 2 50% Electric Admin, 50% Water Admin
Sam Mueller FT Street Laborer/Cemetary $18.06 $37,564.80 2019 7 Parks/Cemetary

Merlin Oswald PT Airport Manager $18.03 $37,502.40 2002 24 Airport
Travis Burton FT Street Laborer $18.01 $37,460.80 2023 3 Street

Chanda Bayes FT Payables Clerk $17.82 $37,065.60 2022 4 Electric Admin
Jacob Washburn FT Street Laborer/Lakes $17.54 $36,483.20 2022 4 Lakes
Zachary Condon FT Street Laborer $17.00 $35,360.00 2025 1 Street
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The Lady Irish found some more tough 
competition at the Sadowski Girls Tournament. 

Results as follows.
110 Kammi Hall was 2-2 for the day.

120 Journey Kuntz placed 4th was 3-2 for the 
day.

125 Alyssa Calovich placed 1st was 4-0 for the 
day.

130 Kaylee Brabender placed 5th/6th (they did 
not wrestle out this Placing match) was 3-2 for 

the day. 
135 Chloe McWilliams was 0-2 for the day.

140 Marley Luke placed 4th was 3-2for the day.
155 Montana Kayl placed 4th was 3-2 for the day.

170 Joy Rhines placed 4th was 3-2 for the day.
190 Faith Enger placed 4th was 3-2 for the day.

Dickinson County News-Times
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SPOTLIGHT YOUR ATHLETES AND/OR STUDENTS BY SENDING YOUR STORIES TO 
DK.CO.NEWSTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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Senior government students traveled to the Capitol today. They took the history and dome tours, sat in on a 
very interesting House session, and visited with Senator Scott Hill. (Courtesy USD 393)

 All bowlers persevered through 
some very difficult lane conditions 

and did not give up on Monday 
against Washington Co.

 Isaac H and A'Den P tied for 3rd 
place individual. Isaac led the 

boys with a 206 game. Isaac and 
A'Den shared a high series at 486. 
Malaki G had a PR game of 94 and 
a PR series of 256. Kadin H had a 

PR game of 140. 
 On the girls side Aspen B was 

4th place individual. Aspen and 
Morgan V shared team high game 
at 115 and Aspen led the way with 

a 318 series. 

Photo by Robert Hammersmith

SOLOMON ESPORTS TEAM

COURTESY USD 393
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COUGAR
CLASSIC
RESULTS

Congratulations to Anna Godinez Vinduska for making it to Kansas 
State High School 1A-4A Band!

Photo credit: Kristin Vinduska


